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NEW ZEALAND COUNCIL OF DOCKED BREEDS

ANIMAL WELFARE (DOGS) CODE OF WELFARE 2007

“The New Zealand Council of Docked Breeds are astonished at the lack of practicality and common sense in this proposed Code of Welfare” said spokeswoman Lesley Chalmers. “Naturally the tail docking issue is uppermost in our minds, but the balance of the Code displays a draconian approach to dog ownership in this country.  When are we going to finally put this political correctness out to pasture and begin rewarding positive and correct dog ownership, as opposed to the ongoing determination to legislate for the lowest-common-denominator?”

The NZCDB stands strong on dog welfare and ownership issues.  “This code affects the owners of all dogs in this country, with or without tails, and it is in their very best interests to read, understand and oppose the Code where they see fit. “

In regards to our main area of concern, The Proposed Animal Welfare (Restriction on Docking of Dogs’  Tails) Bill was recently discharged from Parliament upon the unanimous decision of the Government Administration Select Committee.  “This Bill was a hot potato in Parliament and there is absolutely no changes in the international arena that have caused that to change.  There remains no scientific evidence to prove that if performed correctly that tail docking is cruel or painful.” Claims Mrs Chalmers.

BIAS IN HEARING OF SUBMISSIONS

“On TV One news tonight we have individuals involved with NAWAC (National Animal Welfare Advisory Council – those charged with both the drafting of the Code AND the hearing of submissions against it) claiming there are no valid reasons for docking – how can we possibly expect to have a fair and impartial hearing on this basis?” exclaims Chalmers.

“At least the previous attempt to restrict docking was open and impartial with a Select Committee, the NZCDB is currently investigating the legality of imposing restrictions in what can only be considered an underhanded and deceitful manner”.

“This is not an issue that needs to be legislated. It is wasting time and money in attempting to do so. It needs to concentrate on issues of genuine substance, on matters that need its attention because docking dogs in not painful, not cruel! There remains no scientific evidence to back up claims it may cause damage to the physical or mental development of the dog.”
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